
 

SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD 

 
DAY, JUNE 29, 2022, REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

4:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. – Board Meeting 
Location – Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

 
Members Present: County Council Member Jared Mead; County Executive Representative Lacey Harper; 
Community Representative 2 Mark Craven; Large City Representative Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright 
 
Members Absent: Small City Representative Mike Quinn; County Council Member Stephanie Wright 
 
Community Representative 1: Vacant. 
 
Board Staff: Kye Iris, Sharon Swan, and David McConnell. Karen Anderson (Executive Office Admin) was 
present to take meeting minutes. 
 
Guests Present: Tom Teigen, Director, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources; Karen Anderson, 
Executive’s Office Administrator; Jeremy Husby, Director, Parks Division, Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources; Darcey Hughes, Funding Coordinator, SWM Division, Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources; Thomas Hartzell, Senior Park Planner, Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources; Michael Storace, Project Manager, Forterra NW; Leanne Weiss, Senior Project Manager, Forterra 
NW; Vanessa Hague, Program Manager, Conservation Transactions, Forterra NW 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER  

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:28 PM by Board Vice-Chair Lacey Harper. 
 
Roll call was taken. Four of seven board members present. One board position is vacant. Two of seven board 
members were absent. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Board Vice-Chair Lacey Harper asked each board member to introduce themselves. 
    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. April 20, 2022, Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Board Vice-Chair Lacey Harper asked for additions or corrections to the April 20, 2022, regular meeting 
minutes (Attachment 1). None were offered. 
 
Board Member Mark Craven moved to approve the minutes as written. Board Member Kyoko Matsumoto-
Wright seconded, and the motion carried 4 to 0. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Board Vice-Chair Lacey Harper opened the floor for public comments. No public comments were made. Ms. 
Harper then asked project sponsors who submitted Letters of Intent to the board to make comments 
regarding their projects if they wished. The following comments were offered. 
 
1. LOI22-06, Holly Park Stormwater Park – Bob Leonard, Director, Parks and Facilities Department, City of 

Everett commented that the City of Everett was working with property owners to identify willing sellers. 
Brad Chenoweth, Capital Projects Coordinator, Parks and Facilities Department, City of Everett, 



 

commented on the project location in southwest neighborhood of Everett. The area is high density and a 
good space to conserve as future open space (Attachment 2). 

2. LOI22-07, Gadway Parcel – Sharon Swan, Division Manager, Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Parks Division, commented that Gadway Parcel was a valuable project to continue pursuing 
(Attachment 3). 

3. LOI22-08, Kraetz Parcel at Portage Creek - Vanessa Hague, Vanessa Hague, Program Manager, 
Conservation Transactions, Forterra NW, commented that she would be presenting application package 
this evening. Still working with landowner and hopeful that they will sign on after they see other successes 
(Attachment 4). 

4. LOI22-09, North Ebey Island - CK Eidem, Ducks Unlimited. Ducks Unlimited was approached about 
purchasing the property for conservation and restoration of land valuable to Snohomish County Projects 
(Attachment 5).  

 
Board Vice-Chair Lacey Harper closed the floor to public comment.  
 

STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS 
 

Board Staff Kye Iris summarized the status of ongoing projects (Attachment 6). 
 

1. CF18-03 Reiner Farm, Washington Farmland Trust – No change from report submitted. 
 

2. CF19-03 French Slough Farm, Washington Farmland Trust – No change from report submitted. 
 

3. CF19-06 Clark Acquisition, City of Everett – No change from report submitted. 
 

4. CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection, Parks Division of DCNR – No change from 
report submitted. 
 

5. CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings, Parks Division of DCNR – No change from report submitted. 
 

6. CF21-02 Flowing Lake Addition- Laz, Parks Division of DCNR – No change from report submitted. 
 

7. CF21-04 Bear Creek Headwaters, Parks Division of DCNR – No change from report submitted. 
 

8. CF21-05 Little Bear Creek Acquisition, SWM Division of DCNR – No change from report submitted. 
 

9. CF21-06 Sprague’s Pond Acquisition, City of Lynnwood – This Project has closed. 
 

10. CF21-07 Ventures Property Site, City of Monroe – This has a closing date of August 30. 
 

REVIEW OF PROGRAM FUND BALALANCE 
 

Board Staff Sharon Swan reviewed the Conservation Futures Program Fund Balance Report with the Board. 
At the end of 2022, there will be approximately $16,707,363.84 dollars available for the board to allocate. 

 
PROGRESS REPORT ON LAND CONSERVATION INITIAVE 
 

Board Staff Sharon Swan presented an update on the Land Conservation Initiative to the Board (Attachment 
7). The Land Conservation Initiave is a recommendation for a long-term open space land acquisition 
approach. As growth continues to accelerate in Snohomish County and Puget Sound, now is a crucial time 
to acquire open space before land is developed for residential and commercial purposes and lost. The 
proposal includes 3 phases. Phase 1, bank program TDR Bank RFP has begun, as well as Strategic Plan 
RFP is complete, and submittals have been scored. Consultant scope negotiation will begin before the end 







 

Attachment 6 – Report, Current Status of Funded Projects 
Attachment 7 - Land Conservation Initiative 
Attachment 8 - CF22-01 – The Clearing at Cutthroat Creek 
Attachment 9 - CF22-02 – Flowing Lake – Laz Legacy 
Attachment 10 - CF22-03 – Lake Serene Phase 2 
Attachment 11 - CF22-04 – Woods Lake Acquisition 
Attachment 12 - CF22-05 – Stillaguamish Basin Farmland Easements 
Attachment 13 – Final Board Funding Recommendation to County Council 
 

WHERE TO GET COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AND WEBSITE ACCESS: Please check www.snohomishcountywa.gov for additional information or the 
Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation, Reception Desk, 6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish. For more information, call Dave 
McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org. 
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE: Snohomish County facilities are accessible. The county strives to provide access and services to all 
members of the public. Sign language interpreters and communication materials in alternate form will be provided upon advance request of one calendar 
week. Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org. 

http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
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Attachment 3







Snohomish County 

Conservation Futures Letter of Intent – Kraetz, Portage Creek 

Organization Name: 

Forterra NW 

Project Location:  Please provide a parcel boundary map 

Stillaguamish River Valley, Arlington (see attached parcel and aerial maps labelled Kraetz, Portage Creek) 

Matching grant funding anticipated: 

None, but this property is complementary to 3 other Stillaguamish farmland parcels that were included 
in the fy23-25 Floodplains by Design application submitted by the Stillaguamish Tribe. 

Status of Willing Landowner:  Brief Description 

The landowner, Loren Kraetz, is in his 90’s and in poor health.  A local farmer, Andrew Albert, is working 
the land and is expected to take title to the land.  Andrew has partnered with Forterra to place a 
conservation easement on his other properties in the area and we are seeking transfer of title of the 
Portage Creek Property from Loren to Andrew and a simultaneous grant of conservation easement on 
the property. 

Matching grant funding anticipated: 

None, but this property is complementary to 3 other Stillaguamish farmland parcels that were included 
in the fy23-25 Floodplains by Design application submitted by the Stillaguamish Tribe. 

Anticipated timeline for Willing Landowner letter: 

2 months. 

Brief Description of future project proposal 

The landowner, Loren Kraetz, is in his 90’s and in poor health.  A local farmer, Andrew Albert, is working 
the land and is expected to take title to the land.  Andrew has partnered with Forterra to place a 
conservation easement on his other properties in the area and we are seeking transfer of title of the 
Portage Creek Property from Loren to Andrew and a simultaneous grant of conservation easement on 
the property. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, the subject property contains over 700 feet of shoreline
400 ft on Little Bear Creek (salmon-bearing)
300 ft on the unnamed tributary
The property also has mature forest with significant trees, along with immature forest
There are also wetlands on site
Salmon species in Little Bear Creek include documented presence of Fall Chinook, Coho, and Sockeye, along with documented presence of Kokanee just 500 ft south of the property, and WDFW SalmonScape indicates Little Bear Creek is gradient accessible for Winter Steelhead
The unnamed tributary is a perennial, cool stream, and we believe its source, located on the adjacent protected property owned by the County, may be spring-fed, which would make it an important cold-water input for the watershed
The tributary also has a fish-barrier in the form of a perched culvert that the County would propose removing if the property is acquired
As mentioned previously, acquisition of the subject property would provide additional habitat connectivity and continuity with the County-owned Middle Little Bear Creek protected property to the north
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Laz property is adjacent to Flowing Lake Park and it is a portion of the old Flowing Lake Golf Course




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see how the property adjoins the existing Park via the previously CF grant awarded in 2021.  
Mr. Laz desires to sell the remaining 60 acres to the County for Park space & preservation from development



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The area is the remaining South end of the former Golf Course



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 5 Main points to consider are:
	1) This is a High Value Property that is picturesque, beautiful and desirable from almost any standpoint
	2) Due to development and developer pressures, its continued availability is uncertain.
	3) It is adjacent to the very popular Flowing Lake Park and offers a beneficial expansion of its recreational offerings
	4) It is essentially “Rec Ready” but has even greater recreational potential with minimal critical areas and critical neighbors to contend with.
	5) Finally, this could also function to improve the access and circulation to and from Flowing Lake Park.
I will be elaborating on each of these points throughout the presentation





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not only is the property physically beautiful and serene but it offers stunning views of surrounding hills and mountains as well as the picturesque meadows, groves and ponds that once graced the golf course. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is quite rare for a family to desire to preserve highly developable prime land for the public.  
The ultimate wish of the landowner CURRENTLY is to preserve this land from development and to preserve their family legacy property as a public space in perpetuity.  
Clearly there are increasing numbers of small lot developments going in around the Flowing Lake area and former Golf Course
Mr. Laz is contacted regularly by developers trying to get him to sell.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continuing with Conservation Futures expansion of the very popular Flowing Lake Park
The north 157 acres of Flowing Lake Park was purchased with Conservation Futures funds in 2014. 
The Northern 22-acre portion and “land bridge” to the Laz property was awarded CF funding last year (2021)
Expands recreation opportunities for people in this region and ensures that the property remains a natural resource connected to the forested portions of Flowing Lake Park in perpetuity.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The proposed acquisition will create an assemblage of over 282 acres of “…open areas and spaces of varied size and character… having significant recreational, social, scenic, or esthetic values.” (Portion of RCW 84.34.200).





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property is essentially “Recreation Ready”. 
The 60 acres is natural but was developed as a golf course resulting in a beautiful assembly of large specimen trees, several small ponds and open grassy meadows.  People will enjoy hiking through the property and additionally perhaps using it as part of a disc golf course or other types of recreation within the more open areas of the property.  
Acquiring this property expands hiking trail opportunities and diversity through and around Flowing Lake Park.  It would provide a nice variety once hikers come out of the forested area north of the park and enter the more open former golf course with its picturesque ponds and grassy meadows. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is great recreational potential with opportunities for a diversity of activities. 
Existing infrastructure and the former golf course support buildings offer additional rental venue possibilities. 

While the property is “Rec Ready”, purchase of the property will be subject to a Life Estate and won’t be available for full inclusion into Flowing Lake Park until Mr. Laz passes. 
I want to emphasize that this will not constitute a delay on opening this portion for public use as Parks Capital Projects are currently backlogged and we are not ready to fully develop it immediately. 
Furthermore, this property certainly fits our longer-term strategy and goals for Flowing Lake Park and the service area needs of the Parks Division.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This purchase could also facilitate improved access into Flowing Lake Park as well as providing much needed overflow parking during high use days. 
Current access to the Laz property is via Weber Road 
On high-use days the entry road to Flowing Lake Park backs up due to lack of space and parking. The Weber Road route may be a way of instituting an overflow lot and improved ingress/egress.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project represents a unique and special opportunity that provides:
High value & desirable property
Where development pressure makes its continued availability uncertain.
It is adjacent to the very popular Flowing Lake Park and will increase assemblage of “rec ready” open space
Offering greater recreational potential and diversity with some existing infrastructure/support buildings 
Acquiring this site could also provide a much-needed alternative access route to and from Flowing Lake Park, particularly during high-use days


 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
View of Flowing Lake Park’s point from the Laz driveway 







http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.34.250
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mailto:Kjirsti@windermere.com




























































lweiss
Highlight

lweiss
Highlight











lweiss
Oval

lweiss
Text Box
Woods Lake

lweiss
Line















Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our funding request to CF is just under 775 thousand. 

We are requesting 700 thousand for the land, which is the high end of the Opinion of Value and comp analysis.  This will ensure no gap in funding. The landowner is comfortable with the range of prices and understand the need for full appraisal once grant funds awarded. We are currently drafting an option agreement with the landowner.

We’ve also applied to WWRP for just under 300 thousand. If awarded WWRP grant, the CF % will be approx. 50-60% of total project costs.



--
Forterra conducted an extensive comp analysis and received an opinion of value from Kjirsti Allan, a Realtor/Broker at Windermere Real Estate in Marysville. To ensure there is no gap in available funding and final appraised value, the higher estimate of value established in the Opinion of value is used. The landowner agrees with the range and understands a qualified appraiser will determine the final purchase price, which Forterra will commission when grant funds are awarded. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several planning documents call for a continuum of projects that support objectives for open space and natural area protection. The acquisition of Woods Lake and transfer to the Tulalip Tribes for long term ownership meets these objectives while working towards broader regional goals identified below. 

• Snohomish Basin Protection Plan (2015), prepared by Snohomish County Surface Water Management, King Count Snoqualmie Watershed Forum Staff, and Tulalip Tribes Natural Resources Department. - - The plan calls for an increase in open space acquisitions with important hydrological features, emphasizing the importance of outright purchases (Section 6.5.1) The plan also encourages collaboration between entities which is exemplified here in the relationship between Forterra and the Tulalip Tribes. 
• Regional Open Space Conservation Plan, prepared by the Puget Sound Regional Council.  - This plan encourages that remaining open space in the region be conserved in partnership with Tribes, thus ensuring their Tribal rights, including treaty rights are upheld. 
• The Tulalip Tribes 2021 Acquisition Strategy, prepared by The Tulalip Tribes Department of Natural Resources.  - The strategy specifically calls out opportunistic acquisitions that have cultural, ecological, and education components, such as Woods Lake. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Considered imperiled by the Washington State Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program1
Declining due to land use change – many of these bogs have been filled, decimated by peat mining, or converted for agriculture or development
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